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Aim

This module focuses on one of the most prominent issues for international students: plagiarism.  It will discuss why this is the case and what you can do to support international students who may experience claims of plagiarism.

Objectives

By the end of this module you will:

· know what your institution’s regulations on plagiarism are and who is responsible for implementing them; 

· have explored reasons why international students might plagiarise; 

· understand the connection between plagiarism and assessment and its impact on academic staff and academic standards; and

· have devised an action plan for your students’ association.

Introduction

This module focuses on the issues of plagiarism, specifically the issues for international students and their possible impact on this group.  

Plagiarism is a very real concern for institutions and they can often spend large amounts of time and resources promoting anti-plagiarism policies and assessing students’ work to identify plagiarism.  This module considers the wider impact of this on other students, the lecturer and the department. 

You will discuss how to define plagiarism and recognise that it can be difficult to absolutely define plagiarism to include all the possible ways it can occur.  

Finally, you will identify ways that the students’ association can support students accused of plagiarism and how it can work in partnership with the institution to better promote anti-plagiarism policies to reduce its occurrence.  

Definition of plagiarism
Your institution will have its own definition of plagiarism, which is likely to be quite detailed and complex, but broadly similar to that used by other institutions.  One of the issues for any student, but particularly for international students, is the complexity of the definition.  Unfortunately, it is necessary to have a detailed definition as ‘plagiarism’ is used to describe a number of related issues.  But is it possible to explain the terms in a more straightforward way?
How you would define ‘plagiarism’?  Consider the use of Plain English and some of the concepts that the word ‘plagiarism’ might include.


Why might students plagiarise?

Students will plagiarise for a wide range of reasons, not least of which is lack of awareness of what plagiarism is.  While policies might not consider motive when disciplining a student for plagiarism, understanding these issues can help the institutions and the students’ association provide additional support.  Knowing the issues also enables you to be pro-active when planning services for international students or campaigning with them.  


Impact of plagiarism  

Plagiarism can have a direct impact on the student through a deduction in the mark for that assessment in relatively minor cases. In cases that are considered more major, the student could have marks reduced down (possibly to 0%) on top of the standard deduction, and a worst case scenario could see the student suspended or expelled.  
These are all possible practical implications for the student.  Consider broader implications for the international student, taking into account the reasons why students might plagiarise discussed in the previous task.  

Plagiarism obviously has a direct impact on the individual student accused of it, but its effects can be considerably wider.  There can be an impact on the student’s family caused by stress or finances, an impact on other students from academic standards and on the department or institution through loss of reputation.  Make a note of any other impact you can think of:


The role of the students’ association

Students’ associations have a role to play in supporting students who have been accused of plagiarism; most institutions’ policies state that the student can utilise the support of the students’ association as representatives. 

Students’ associations can also take a more pro-active stance with a view to preventing plagiarism occurring.  As we’ve discussed earlier in this session effective communication is important in reducing the instances of plagiarism. In partnership with the institution the students’ association can help communicate what plagiarism is and disseminate this information, particularly to international students in a way that is most useful for them.

Having a policy or strategy that deals explicitly with the issues of plagiarism and that addresses the campaigning issues for your students’ association could improve the communication of the institution’s plagiarism policies.

What would you include within a policy document?

How would you disseminate this information?

How could you work in partnership with your institution to improve communication?

Communication strategy
	Who is your target audience?

	

	What is your key message?


	

	What are the key points?


	

	Who else do you need to involve

	

	How can you ensure the policy is read by as many people as possible?

	

	How will you measure the impact of the policy?


	


Resources
Plagiarism: A Good Practice Guide 

JISC 2001

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/media/documents/programmes/plagiarism/brookes.pdf 

Plagiarism Advice website

http://www.plagiarismadvice.org/ 

Benchmark Plagiarism Tariff: A benchmark tariff for the application of penalties for student plagiarism in higher education 

Rowell, G and Tennant, R 2009
http://www.plagiarismadvice.org/BTariff.pdf 

Using sources: a guide for students

Flood, A et al 2009
http://www.ofqual.gov.uk/files/2009-12-24-plagiarism-students.pdf 

Getting it write: A multi-disciplinary approach to student academic support

Carter, Caron et al, Sheffield Hallam University 2007

http://www.plagiarismadvice.org/documents/ohara_casestudy.pdf 

Avoiding plagiarism online tutorial

University of Leicester

http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/ssds/sd/ld/resources/study/plagiarism-tutorial
Preventing plagiarism

Learn Higher

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/TLTC/learnhigher/Plagiarism/ 
Stop plagiarism online tutorial

University of Southern Denmark, the University of Copenhagen, Aarhus University, Roskilde University and the Danish Research Library Association's Forum for Library User Education.
http://www.en.stopplagiat.nu/index_flash.html 
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